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troops regarded him as the model of what a
British officer ought to be in the hour of action ;
nor were these impressions weakened by the
chivalrous orders which he published to them on
this occasion.

"5i. Lude, I4t/i December, 1778-
ef RESERVE ORDERS.

" Brigadier-General Medows is extremely
sensible of the high honour conferred upon him
by being appointed to so distinguished a corps as
the Reserve. From the active gallantry of the
light infantry., the determined bravery of the gre-
nadiers, and the confirmed discipline of the 5th
Regiment, everything is to be expected

"The troops are desired to remember that
clemency should go hand in hand with bravery ;
that an enemy in our power is an enemy no more,

and the glorious characteristic of a British soldier

*

is to conquer and to spare. Acting on these prin-
ciples,, they can never fail doing honour to them-
selves-, their king,, and the country they serve**1

Although the result of the attack upon the Bri-
tish troops at the Vigie has been recorded by the
historians of those times in terms that reflect the
highest honour upon Sir William MedowH, Major
Harris, second in command,, and all the other
officers and troops, I cannot withhold some further
particulars of that glorious day which I have found